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What inspires you to do your job? 

Cork is a magical County with such a rich 
history and a vibrant culture, full of people, 
young and old, that truly love where they 
live and the wonderful heritage that 
surrounds and connects us all.  

Where do you work ? 

I work in the County Hall, which is 
Ireland’s third tallest building at 67 m in 
height, just behind The Elysian in Cork 
City (71 m) and the Capital Dock in 
Dublin (79 m). Cork County Council is a 
big organisation with over 2,000 
workers; this means that I am lucky to 
have so many friends at work and we all 
share the love of working to make the 
County of Cork the best County there is.  

Do you work as part of a team and what 
does this work involve? 

My focus is on culture and heritage and I 
work with over two hundred different 
groups around the County on a range of 
different projects, events and initiatives 
including commemorations where we 
remember together the events and people 
that made us who we are today.  

What training did you do for your job? 

Since I was a garsún (a young boy) I 
have always had an interest in Irish 
heritage and culture and in college I 
studied a range of different disciplines 
from geography and sociology to 
planning, Irish and field Ecology. For 
many years I worked as a planner, 
assisting in the development of towns, 
villages and rural areas, and for the 
past 8 years I have had the role of 
Heritage Officer. It is a fascinating job 
to have and covers everything from 
castles and ringforts to woodlands, 
folklore and our Gaeltachts.  

What do you do every day? 

No one day is the same and every day I 
give the job my all, which involves meeting 
with community groups from all over the 
County and undertaking some fascinating 
projects from heritage books and 
guidelines to working on national events 
such as Tree Week, Heritage Week and 
the annual day of culture and creativity 
for young people – Cruinniú na nÓg.  

What do you enjoy most about your job? 

Working with people who take pride in 
who they are and where they are from is 
most rewarding.  

What advice would you give someone 
thinking of their future? 

Life is there to enjoy and we all have 
something to give – you are never too 
young to imagine who you can be.  
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Is mise Conor Nelligan and I have the 
honour of working for culture and 
heritage within the County of Cork in 
my role as Heritage Officer, 
Commemorations and Creative Ireland 
Coordinator for Cork County Council. 
https://www.corkcoco.ie/en/arts-heritage/heritage  

Conor Nelligan – Heritage Officer, County of Cork 
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All in a Day’s Work 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP:  Dunmanus Castle in West 
Cork;  St Fachtna's Church of Ireland 
Cathedral in Rosscarbery; Commemorating 
1916 in Castlelyons; President Michael D. 
Higgins and the heritage of the Múscraí 
Gaeltacht; “Heritage Centenary Sites of 
Rebel County Cork” is one of many 
publications produced by the Heritage Unit; 
Encouraging biodiversity in schools; 
Supporting gardening in schools. 


